The California Interscholastic Federation (CIF)

has several sportsmanship rules for high school contests,
including rules for spectators, student-athletes, and coaches:

Spectators

Spectators should treat players, coaches, and officials with respect, avoid yelling
and/or making personal comments and are prohibited from entering the playing
area during the game.

Student-Athletes

Student-athletes should treat everyone with respect, including opponents, and play
with class. They should avoid disrespectful behavior such as, but not limited to
profanity, taunting, and boastful celebrations. Instead, they should be gracious in
victory, and accept defeat with dignity.

Coaches

Coaches are expected to be role models who demonstrate sportsmanship at all
times. Coaches should treat everyone with respect, including opponents. They
should avoid disrespectful behavior such as, but not limited to profanity, taunting,
and boastful celebrations. Instead, they should be gracious in victory, and accept
defeat with dignity.



CIF ADMINISTRATIVE OVERSIGHT-BY LAW 503. M
SPORTSMANSHIP-Expectations and Accountability

Statewide Sportsmanship and Ejection Policy
Player:

A player who is ejected from a contest (for reasons other than fighting or leaving the bench area during a fight) shall be
ineligible to participate in the remainder of that contest (event) and his or her team’s future contest (s) as outlined below:

(1) First Ejection: Player is ineligible to participate in the team’s next contest. Player may remain on the bench for the
duration of that contest and may be on the bench in street clothes for the team’s next contest. If the ejection occurs
in the last game of the season, the player would be ineligible for the team’s first contest the following season. If the
player is a senior, he or she would be ineligible for the first contest of their next season of sport.

(2) Second Ejection: Player is ineligible to participate in the team’s next three (3) contests. Player may remain on the
bench for the duration of that contest and may be on the bench in street clothes for the team’s next three (3)
contests. If the season concludes prior to the player serving the three (3) contests suspension, he or she would be
ineligible for the number of contests remaining on the suspension for the team’s following season. If the player is a
senior, he or she would be ineligible for the number of contests remaining on the suspension for their next season
of sport.

(3) Third Ejection: Player is ineligible to participate for the remainder of that season. Player may remain on the bench
for the duration of that contest and may be on the bench in street clothes for the team’s remaining contest that
season. If there are six (6) or fewer contests remaining in the season, the player would be ineligible for up to six (6)
contests for the team’s following season as determined by the CIF Section Commissioner with jurisdiction in the
matter. If the player is a senior, he or she would be ineligible for up to six (6) contests for the next season of sport as
determined by the CIF Section Commissioner with jurisdiction in the matter.



A player who is ejected from a contest for fighting or leaving the bench area during a fight shall be ineligible to participate in

the remainder of that contest and his or her team’s future contests as outlined below:

(4)

(5)

First Ejection: Player (Fighting/Assaultive Behavior/Gross Unsportsmanlike Conduct) is ineligible to participate in the
team’s next three (3) to six (6) contests as determined by the CIF Section Commissioner with jurisdiction in the
matter. Player may remain on the bench for the duration of that contest and may be on the bench in street clothes
for the duration of the suspension. If the season concludes prior to the player serving the full suspension, he or she
would be ineligible for the number of contests remaining on the suspension for the team’s following season. If the
player is a senior, he or she would be ineligible for the number of contests remaining on the suspension for their next
season of sport.

Second Ejection: Player is ineligible to participate for the remainder of that season. Player may remain on the bench
for the duration of that contest and may be on the bench in street clothes for the team’s remaining contests that
season. If there are six (6) or fewer contests remaining in the season, the player would be ineligible for up to six (6)
contests for the team’s following season as determined by the CIF Section Commissioner with jurisdiction in the
matter. If the player is a senior, he or she would be ineligible for up to six (6) contests for their next season of sport
as determined by the CIF Section Commissioner with jurisdiction in the matter.

Before a player may return to participate in a contest following a multiple game suspension for any of the above infractions,

the school principal must inform the CIF Section Commissioner with jurisdiction in the matter that they have met with the

student-athlete, his or her parent/guardian/caregiver and coach to discuss future behavioral expectations.



Coach:

A coach who is ejected from a contest (for reasons other than fighting) shall be disqualified from participating in the remainder
of that contest and his or her team’s future contest (s) as outlined below:

(6) First Ejection: Coach is disqualified from participating in the team’s next contest. Coach must immediately vacate the
playing area and the vicinity in and around the contest and refrain from having any communication with the team or
other coaches for the remainder of that contest and for the team’s next contest. If the ejection occurs in the last
game of the season, the coach would be ineligible for the team’s first contest the following season.

(7) Second Ejection: Coach is disqualified from participating in the team’s next three (3) to six (6) contests as determined
by the CIF Section Commissioner with jurisdiction in the matter. Coach must immediately vacate the playing area
and the vicinity in and around the contest and refrain from having any communication with the team or other
coaches for the remainder of that contest and for the team’s next three (3) to six (6) contests. If the ejection occurs
in the last game of the season, the coach would be ineligible for the team’s first three (3) to six (6) contests the
following season.

(8) Third Ejection: Coach is disqualified from participating in the remaining contests of that season. Coach must
immediately vacate the playing area and the vicinity in and around the contest and refrain from having any
communication with the team or other coaches for the remainder of that contest and for the remaining contests of
that season. If there are six (6) or fewer contests remaining in the season, the coach would be disqualified from
participating for up to six (6) contests for the team’s following season as determined by the CIF Section Commissioner
with jurisdiction in the matter.



A coach who is ejected from a contest for (Fighting/Assaultive Behavior/Gross Unsportsmanlike Conduct) shall be disqualified
from participating in the remainder of that contest and his or her team’s future contests as outlined below:

(9) Ejection for (Fighting/Assaultive Behavior/Gross Unsportsmanlike Conduct): Coach is disqualified from participating
for the remainder of that season. Coach must immediately vacate the playing area and the vicinity in and around the
contest and refrain from having any communication with the team or other coaches for the remainder of that contest
and for all of the team’s remaining contests that season. If there are fewer than six (6) contest remaining in the
season, the coach would be disqualified from participating for up to six (6) contests for the team’s following season
as determined by the CIF Section Commissioner with jurisdiction in the matter.

Before a coach may return to participate in a contest following a multiple contest disqualification, for any of the above

infractions, the school principal must inform the CIF Section Commissioner with jurisdiction in the matter that they have met
with the coach to discuss future behavioral expectations.

Spectator:

If a spectator is ejected from a contest, it is the responsibility of the school to ensure that person does not attend that team’s
next contest. If the same spectator is ejected a second time, it is the responsibility of the school to ensure that person does
not attend any of the remaining contests for that season.

Enforcement:
See Bylaw 503. M. and Article 22.C.(1)(2)(3)(4)

(10) The Executive Director and/or Executive Committee or Section Commissioner and/or Section Board of Managers
shall have power to suspend, to fine or otherwise penalize any member school for the violation of any CIF or Section
rules and regulations or for just cause. The period of suspension or other penalty shall be left to the discretion of the
CIF governing body that has jurisdiction of the matter where the penalty is not fixed.



